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Reading: Romans 3:21 – 4:25 

Memory Verse: Romans 3:25-26 

Definitions: 

Justification – God declaring me not guilty and declaring me righteous in His 

sight when I place my faith in Christ’s death and resurrection as payment for my 

sin. 

Sacrifice of atonement – the blood of Christ satisfying the requirements of the 

law. (Christ became our sacrifice by shedding His blood on the cross. He took 

upon Himself all the filthy, disgusting burden of sin, so that, by faith, we could 

receive his righteousness.) 

After reading the lesson, answer the questions using the following link: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeElUydOGilX06MPuOD-

Nwms54HLnA1seU-reGzj5ywpHjsOw/viewform?usp=sf_link 

The following paragraph is a summary of the Soviet Gulag 

The Gulag was a system of forced labor camps established during Joseph Stalin’s long 

reign as dictator of the Soviet Union. The notorious prisons, which incarcerated about 

18 million people throughout their history, operated from the 1920s until shortly after 

Stalin’s death in 1953. At its height, the Gulag network included hundreds of labor 

camps that held anywhere from 2,000 to 10,000 people each. The Gulag became a 

destination for victims of Stalin’s Great Purge, a campaign to eliminate dissenting 

members of the Communist Party and anyone who challenged the leader. Conditions at 

the Gulag were brutal: Prisoners could be required to work up to 14 hours a day, often 

in extreme weather. Many died of starvation, disease, or exhaustion—others were 

simply executed. Western scholars estimate the total number of deaths in the Gulag 

ranged from 1.2 to 1.7 million people. The atrocities of the Gulag system have had a 

long-lasting impact that still permeates Russian society today. 

Joseph Stalin was a brutal man and widely regarded as one the evilest men in history. 

Beyond all reasonable doubt, no one reading this will ever amass as much evil as 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeElUydOGilX06MPuOD-Nwms54HLnA1seU-reGzj5ywpHjsOw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeElUydOGilX06MPuOD-Nwms54HLnA1seU-reGzj5ywpHjsOw/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Stalin. His sin was great and if we were to compare our sin with his, we all look like 

saints. Perhaps your worst sin is telling the occasional lie or maybe cheating on a math 

test or talking back to your mom. If we only need to exceed Joseph Stalin’s standard of 

righteousness to be right with God, then we and virtually everyone else throughout 

history would receive entrance into heaven. But Stalin is not the standard God uses. 

God uses himself as the standard. His perfect righteousness is just that – perfect. Any 

sin, and all sin, violates this standard and demands punishment. 

In Romans chapters 3-4, Paul explains what Christ has done to provide a solution to the 

sin problem. In fact, Romans 3-4 is the most detailed explanation in the Bible of how a 

sinner may be justified and saved for all eternity. 

 

Righteousness 

 

Paul begins his discussion by explaining some facts about righteousness. 

 

The righteousness from God is apart from the law (3:21). 

 

Can you imagine how difficult it must have been for Paul to understand this? Before his 

conversion, he lived by the law and felt very self-righteous in his actions. Now, he was 

teaching others that the law does not bring righteousness. God supplies the 

righteousness. We can’t get it on our own no matter what we do. 

 

Paul knew the people would wonder: “If the righteousness from God is apart from the 

law, then why did God give the law?” The law silences every month (3:19). The law is a 

statement of condemnation. The law leaves us without any argument before God that 

our self-righteousness could take us to heaven or save us for all eternity. We become 

conscious of sin because of the law, and the law brings the wrath of God (3:20, 4:15). 
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The righteousness of God is shown by what he does (3:25-26). 

 

Paul explains further. God demonstrated his righteousness by what he did for the 

Romans – and for you and me. He sent his only son to die on the cross to take care of 

the sin problem. God must be just and the one who justifies sinners. God presented 

[publicly exhibited] him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did 

this to demonstrate his justice… so as to be just and the one who justifies those who 

have faith in Jesus (3:25-26). He became our sacrifice of atonement by shedding his 

blood on the cross. He took upon himself all the filthy, disgusting burden of sin, so that, 

by faith, we could receive his righteousness. 

 

What must we do to be declared righteous? All we need to do is believe. However, to 

the man who does not work but trusts God who justifies the wicked, his faith is credited 

as righteousness (4:5). 

 

The example of Abraham and David (4:1-25). 

 

Paul expected those Romans to say, “Wait a minute, is this something new? We have 

never heard this stuff before.” He knew that the Romans, like us, sometimes understand 

things better when they are given an illustration. So, Paul reminds the people of two 

men who they could read about in the Old Testament scripture – Abraham and David. 

 

“We say Abraham is the father of the Jewish people,” Paul rote. “But he lived before 

Moses and the law.” 
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The Scriptures tell us Abram believed the Lord, and he [God] credited it [his faith] to him 

as righteousness (Genesis 15:6). Abraham’s faith in God made him righteous. The law 

did not make him righteous. In Romans 4:5, Paul wrote that for the person who doesn’t 

attempt to get to Heaven by works, but rather believes on the Lord, his faith is credited 

as righteousness. 

 

Paul was not telling the Romans something new. David lived during the time of the law. 

Yet he wrote, “Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are 

covered. Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will never count against him” (4:7-8). 

God actually quoted David in these verses. Check out Psalm 32:1-2. 

 

Some people believed that it was the rituals of the law, such as circumcision, which 

saved them. Paul goes back to the example of Abraham, who lived before God gave the 

law. Abraham’s belief (faith), not circumcision, was credited as righteousness. He 

believed God, and that was all that he needed. 

 

Even today, many people have a difficult time with the concept that we are justified by 

faith and not by a list of “do’s and don’ts.” Often people like having a list. Then if they 

keep the list, they feel extra good. Our desire should be to please God, not to follow a 

man-made list. 

 

Some people get hung up on church rituals. They substitute church membership, infant 

baptism, and confirmation and dedication for salvation. Sometimes these rituals hinder 

a person from believing in Christ as Savior because they give a person a false hope of 

salvation. Even the ordinance of adult baptism, regardless of the mode, and the 

ordinance of the Lord’s Supper can be a snare if they are taught as a means of 

salvation. Remember, our salvation comes by faith. We can’t add anything to that. 
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Fast Fact 

 

We have been condemned to death because of sin, but God, the judge, has justified us 

freely by his grace (3:24). 

“Freely” in this verse means “without cause.” God had no cause, or reason, to justify us. 

He owes us nothing. We are guilty of sin. His gift to us is grace. 

We don’t deserve justification. We can’t earn justification. We can’t buy justification. We 

are justified (declared righteous) simply by trusting in what Christ has done for us. 

 

Project: 

 

People are totally depraved in sin before God. (This is not to say they cannot produce 

good in relation to other people. They certainly can and do.) We are all sinners. But 

when we trust Christ as Savior, we are justified by faith. To make sure you understand 

what it means to be justified, explain justification in your own words. 


